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9,854 factories, 282 companies
to compete for Tagdeer Award

LABOUR WELFARE AWARD EXPANDED TO INCLUDE DUBAI'S FREE ZONES

DUBAI

BY ALI AL SHOUK
Staff Reporter

ore than 9,854
factories and 282

companies oper-
ating in the con-
struction  sector

are expected to participate
in the second edition of the
Tagdeer Award programme, of-
ficials said yesterday.

The award is given annually
to firms which implement best
global practices in safeguard-
ing labour rights in their work-
places.

The award has been expand-
ed to include companies in the
free zones, according to Major-
General Obaid Muhair Bin Sur-
our, deputy director-general of
the General Directorate of Resi-
dency and Foreigners Affairs
(GDRFA) in Dubai and chair-
man of Tagdeer Award.

“We decided to expand the
award this year to include
workers and companies in the
free zones. The award will in-
clude 9,854 factories and 282
construction companies all
around Dubai. We expect the
second edition of the award to
be even more successful in en-
hancing the UAE’s regional and
international reputation in the
field of worker welfare,” Maj-
Gen Bin Surour said.

He said there are nearly a
million workers in the con-
struction sector and the award
will ensure their rights are
protected in accordance with
international conventions and
according to the highest local
and international standards.

Pankaj Sharma/Gulf News

= Maj-Gen Obaid Muhair Bin Surour addresses media in the
presence of Dr Mohammad Al Zarouni (left) and Dr Qasim
Kanakri, technical consultant, Tagdeer Awards, yesterday.

“The award has received a lot
of interest from overseas organ-
isations that are keen on im-
plementing the award in their
countries,” he added.

Meanwhile, Dr Mohammad
Al Zarouni, Chairman of World
Free Zones Organisation, said
the Dubai Free Zone authorities
pay particular attention to the
labour practices of foreign com-
panies by encouraging them to
follow the highest standards of
safety and security to ensure
the protection of workers’ rights
and their well-being.

“The opportunity for free

zone companies to participate *

in the Tagdeer Award encour-
ages them to compete in pro-
viding maximum care and wel-
fare to their labour workforce,
and recognises those who fol-
low world-class practices in
safeguarding labour rights,” Dr
Al Zarouni said.

According to recent statis-

tics from the Dubai Statistics
Centre, there are more than
338,000 workers in 34,000
companies in the free zones in
Dubai.

“This will make the award
very competitive,” Dr Al Za-
rouni added.

In the first edition, the com-
panies were recognised for
adopting best practices for their
work forces. They were selected
based on Taqdeer points, which
recognised excellence in labour
welfare practices.

Earlier, Maj-Gen Bin Surour
said that companies which re-
ceived a high rating will now
enjoy priority in gqQvernment
projects and will have a com-
petitive advantage in bidding
for international contracts.

The deadline for the compa-
nies to submit documents will
be the end of August and the
results will be announced in
November this year.
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