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37,663 Emiratis cast ballots
in inaugural early voting

48-HOUR ‘ELECTORAL SILENCE’ TAKES EFFECT TO

-

National
Election

Commiittee
2015

ABU DHABI

By SAMIR SALAMA
Associate Editor

total of 37,663 Emi-

ratis cast their bal-

lots in early voting

introduced for the

first time in the Fed-
eral National Council (FNC)
election, the National Election
Committe¢ (NEC) announced
yesterday.

Dr Anwar Gargash, Minis-
ter of State for FNC Affairs and
Chairman of the NEC, said the
early voting, which ended yes-
terday, was a success.

He urged Emiratis to exer-
cise their franchise on election
day on October 3.

The NEC said there will be a
period of electoral silence for
48 hours, starting today to Oc-
tober 3, election day.

The NEC has urged all candi-
dates and their representatives
as well as the media to refrain
from any form of election cam-
paign during this period.

Tareq Hilal Lootah, under-
secretary of the Ministry of
State for FNC Affairs and Chair-
man of the Election Manage-
ment Committee, explained
that the period of electoral si
lence will give voters time to
decide on candidates without
getting influenced by anyone.

Good response

DAY AHEAD OF ELECTION DAY ON SATURDAY

Abaul Rahman/Gulf News

m Early voting at the polling station at Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre yesterday.

“The NEC has followed in-
depth the election campaign of
all the candidates, which high-
lighted the keen interest of the
UAE citizens to find appropriate
solutions to issues of concern to
the society,” Lootah said.

36 polling stations

Voting in the FNC elections
will take place from 8am to
8pm on October 3 at 36 polling
centres across all the emirates.
Voters will be able to exercise
their franchise using: an elec-
toral voting system that works

through the Emirates ID card.
The NEC has urged voters to
carry their Emirates ID as the
authorised document that will
enable them to cast their vote.

Ahmad Bin Shabib Al Daheri,
former deputy speaker of the
FNC and member of the NEC
told Gulf News that a lot more
people than the 224,000 citi-
zens eligible to vote could show
up to exercise their franchise on
election day.

Al Daheri was impressed by
the voter turnout in early vot-
ing and in the overseas voting

held in UAE missions. In 2011,
the voter turnout was not as
expected: whereas in the first
round more than 74 per cent
of the electoral pool voted, in
the second round the number
petered down to under 30 per
cent, seemingly indicating a
loss of interest in voting.

More than 1,300 Emiratis
cast their vote at embassies
around the world, including
Foreign Minister Shaikh Abdul
lah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, who
cast his vote at the UAE Mission
to the UN on September 21.
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Gargash pleased with the

turnout for earl

Minister thanks
volunteers and
committees for
success of process

Naser Al Remeithi

DUBAI// Early voting came to a
close in Dubai yesterday, ush-
ering in a brief respite ahead
of the official election day on
Saturday.

Dr Anwar Gargash, the Minis-
ter of State for FNC Affairs, said
he was pleased with the early
voting procedures and turn out.

He visited polling centres
across the country, starting with
Abu Dhabi on the first day of
voting on Monday and in Dubai
and Ayman the following day.

“Early voting has been intro-
duced for the first time and has
proven its success, especially in
its convenience for those who
aren’t able to vote on election
day,” said DrGargash.

Hecommended theworkofthe
election committees across the
Emirates and the important role
volunteers played in the election.

“The whole election process
reflects greatly on the country,”
hesaid.

At the World Trade Centre
polling area, the most noticea-
ble trend was the arrival of large
numbers of voters arriving from
the same organisation.

Several government bodies
gave theiremployees a dayoffto
vote togetheras a group.

Cadets from the Dubai Police
College were accompanied by
theirdean, Brig Dr Ghaith Al Su-
waidi.

“We had to participate in this
momentous national occa-
sion,” he said. “It's an excep-

y voting

Brig Academy, speaks .
on the last day of early voting at polling stations in Dubal yesterday. Sarah Dea / The National

tional experience thatonly hap-
pens every few years, We had to
bring in our students to witness
our democracy first hand.

“We teach our cadets the con-
stitution and the law and this
is an extension of their educa-
tion.” .

Employees from the Depart-
ment of Islamic Affairs and
Charitable Activities also ar-
rived en masse to cast their bal-
lots after being given a day off.

Another voter was Gumasha
Salem Mubarak, an elderly cit-
izen of Dubai. She was born be-
fore the country began formally
recording birth dates but doc-
tors estimate herage tobe inthe
late 70s or early 80s.

Her son accompanied her to

the polling station.

“This is my countryand we are
its children. Those are our lead-
ers and we need to rally behind
them,” said Ms Mubarak.

She said thatshe found thevot-
ing process simple and help was
at hand to guide her throughit.

She also said that, as an elderly
person in a wheelchair, she felt
honoured at the attention and
courtesy she was shown.

Ali Juma Al Sheirawi, 40, a vol-
unteer, spent his day shuttling
voters around the World Trade
Centre,

“I pick up the elderly, the disa-
bled and the sick that are com-
ing to the centre with the RTA
requested vehicles,” said Mr Al
Sheirawi.

The Dubai polling centre has
partnered with the RTA to pro-.
vide a special transport services
tothose in need.

“Anyone who is elderly, witha
wheelchair who needs special
assistance can call the election
centre to request a car with the
RTA,” said Mr Al Sheirawi,

Ahmed bin Humaidan, the
head of Dubai’s election com-
mittee, said anyone who need-
ed assistance should give their
Emirates ID number, their
phone number and address to
have a carsent for them.

The special dispatch service
will also be available on election
day on Saturday, he said.

# nal

ithi@thenational.ae
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We are ready for the

drone economy

Regulation should not groundits prospects as innovation takes it to new heights

oyou're lost in the desert af-
ter your SUV breaks down.
Dune-bashing gone awry
amid the shifting sands over
the weekend. Water and food
supplies are running low and the
heat is searing. Sweat trickling
down your brow, you open your |
customised ‘survival’ app. Smart
move. It beeps in response, fol- v
lowed by a buzz from above. It's not
a bird, it’s not a plane, but a remote-
controlled drone with supplies and a
medical kit to keep you going before a
chopper arrives to aiglift you and your
buddies to the nearest camp.

If that sounds distant, try imagin-
ing a day when a drone will deliver
groceries or pizza to your doorstep.
Commercial drone ventures are pick-
ing up and telecom companies are
using them to connect their networks
and improve efficiency. Police in dif-
ferent emirates are using these Un-
manned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) to
track traffic and relay information to
control rooms.

Construction and the oil sectors
are adept at using these devices for
surveillance of their facilities. On
Monday, Dubai Silicon Oasis an-
nounced a smart surveillance pro-
gramme using remote controlled
drones to scan and secure the area.

The UAE prides in being a smart
government and the contours of a
drone economy is taking shape. Prog-
ress has been swift after His High-
ness Shaikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum, Vice-President and
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler
of Duhai, announced his vision for a
smart connected city at the Govern-
ment Summit last year. But the pace
of growth in this sunshine sector
across the world has been so rapid
that regulations have not been able
stay in step with the changes.  *

When online retail Amazon an-
nounced plans for drone deliveries a
year ago, the US Federal Aviation Au-
thority was not ready with laws that
govem the commercial sector, It's still
working on them and the final draft is
only expected to be out next year.

The UAE, meanwhile, has gone
ahead and drafted its own laws to
govern the use of drones for both lei-
sure and commercial purposes. The
government hopes to kickstart deliv-
ery services using drones soon. Pro-
totypes are being tested to deliver

FINE PRINT

Projected UAV global market
. Military s Commercial Hobby
$25b

Emirates ID cards and driving licenc-
es to residents. Finger-printing and
eye recognition software will ensure
the safety of drones and their cargo,
say officials.

The country even launched a com-
petition called Drones for Good
Award, that offers a top prize of Dh1
million for the best invention. These
developments could drive the drone
economy and could be used in critical
sectors of the country like health.

$44b

2019

2020

drugs in a reliable manner which is
important in medicine. +

Timothy says there are 300-
400,000 clinics in the US and most
laboratory testing occurs in only a
few of these sites. “Many patients on

few goods need to be moved. They
cut costs (of petrol, driver, salaries,
vehicle maintenance) and also ben-
efit the environment because they
are battery operated and can be
charged electrically.
Recently, a graduate student
| from Austria, Stefen Riegebauer,
" developed a system by which UAVs
could deliver defibrillators to heart
attack victims before an ambulance

there. .

In retail, the revolution is waiting
to happen. If Amazon has its way, its
Prime service using an Octocopter
drone will delivercﬁrinmas goodies
in 30 minutes flat.

But are we ready yet? The lack of a
global regulatory framework raises
many questions on safety. There are
also fears that these machines could be
hacked. What about airspace infringe-
ment by these machines? How high
can they fly without putting airplanes
at risk? Aircraft pilots have reported
650 drone sightings in the last 12
months, and experts are concemned.

Early this year, operations at Dubai
airport were disrupted when drones
strayed over the airspace. The govern-
ment introduced
the use of UAVs near the vicinity. It
asked the Dubai Civil Aviation Author-
ity to monitor their use and come up
with suggestions to improve safety.

The law applies “best practices to
ensure the optimum use of Dubai’s
airspace and prohibits all acts that
may endanger aircraft, airports or
any aviation services facilities”.

Industry is expected to spend $91
billion over the next 10 years for
drone xeclmology, according to the
Teal Group, which says the sector is
still “largely unregulated and poten-
tially dangerous”.

Then there are piracy issues that are
yet to be addressed — who watches
who, when or what — and how much
can be watched. What constitutes

long. lhen?y(, nt whg've

ing and does not imperil safety.

had organ P or
apy) are in their houses. However,
the supplies that they need are most-
ly in hospitals. That's why I see
drones as filling rthc need for reliable

on Sy o les "

gul that are in the works
should cover age, licensing and train-
ing for remote operators of these un-
manned machines. A legal frame-
work should also be created to punish

Dr. Timothy Amukele of the John
Hopkins Universtity School of Medi-
cine in the US has done extensive
research on how drones can be used
in this sector. He believes these ma-
chines have the ability to deliver

Five industries where drones are taking off
Data provided by drones is transforming industries across the spectrum, often in surprising ways

says the doctor who conducts re-
search at his labs in Africa.

Drones can help move items in
places where there is poor road infra-
structure, or to places where only a

going rogue.

The drone economy is upon us and
its potential is enormous. But let's lay
the ground rules before deploying

these gadgets for the 3
© allany jtimes.com
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Agriculture: Construction Energy Mining

New sensors and data Drones make it simple The energy industry uses Mining giants like Rio

analytics are taking for construction glants drones for applications far Tinto are reducing risk to

precision agriculture like Bechtel and DPR to beyond pipeline and flare their human workforce by

beyond simply monitoring  monitor progress and stack inspection. In Alaska,  using drone technology to

crops for stress supply stockpiles on a day- BP uses drones to monitor detect potential landslides
to-day basis. its gravel-extraction and inspect safety

activities Infrastructure

that restricted,.
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Forty-eight hours
‘electoral silence’
from today

SALMA ALALEM

SHARJAHN: The polling station
continued to receive voters on the
third day of the Federal National
Council (FNC) elections at the
Social Services Centre in Al Jurf
zone.

Abdullah Ali Bu Esaiba, Direc-
tor of the Ajman Polling Station,
said the “numbers of voters are
getting higher on the third day of
voting, and all procedures are going
well. The voting process takes less
than three minutes to conclude.

“Weare taking careofourelder-
ly and special needs voters, assist-
ing them in the voting process with
whatever they need,” he added.

There were two gates, one for
malesand theotheroneforfemales,
“because we were keen on giving
women their privacy,” Bu Esiaba
indicated. However, the voting hall
was open to both genders.

WAM ADDS: The National
Election Committee (NEC) has
announced that the electoral pro-
cess forthe FNCelections will enter
a period of electoral silence for 48
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Forty-eight hours ‘electoral
silence’ from today

Continved from Poge |
hours, starting from Oct.1 to Oct.3,
the Election Day.

The NEC has urged all candidates
and their representatives as well as the
mediatorefrain fromany formofelection
campaign during this period.

Tariq Hilal Lootah, Undersecretary
of the Ministry of State for Federal Na-
tional Council Affairs and Chairman of
the Election Management Committee,
explained that the period of electoral
silence will give enough timefor the voters
to decide their candidates on their own
without getting influenced by anyone.

He commended the candidates
for their commitment to the election
executive instructions related to the
election campaigns. “The NEC, how-
ever, observed some minor breaches
which were dealt in accordance with

the legal procedures stipulated under
the executive instructions,” he said.
“The NEC has followed in-depth the
election campaignofall the candidates,
which highlighted the keen interest of
the UAE citizens to find appropriate
solutions to issues of concern to the
society,” Lootah added. Voting process
for the Federal National Council Elec-
tions will take place from 8:00 am to
8:00 pm on October 3 at 36 polling
centres across all the emirates. Voters
will be able to exercise their electoral
rights using an electoral voting system
that works through the Emirates ID
card issued by the Emirates Identity
Authority. The NEC has urged vot-
ers to carry their Emirates ID as the
authorised document that will enable
them to cast their vote,
WAM
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48hrs electoral silence’
to kick in from today

ABU DHABI tions related to the election
campaigns. "The NEC, however,
The National Election Commit- | observed some minor breaches

tee (NEC) has announced that

which were dealt in accordance

the electoral process for the | with the legal procedures stipu-

Federal National Council Elec- | lated under the executive in-

tions 2015 will enter a period of | structions,” he said.

electoral silence for 48 hours, "The NEC has followed in-

starting from October 1 to 3,the | depth the election campaign of

Election Day. all the candidates, which high-
The NEC has urged all candi- | lighted the keen interest of the

dates and their representatives
as well as the media to refrain

UAE citizens to find appropriate
solutions to issues of concern to

from any form of election cam- | the society,” Lootah added.
paign during this period. Voting process for the Federal
Tariq Hilal Lootah, Undersec- | National Council Elections will
retary of the Ministry of State | take place from 8:00 am to 8:00
for Federal National Council Af- | pm on October 3 at 36 polling

fairs and Chairman of the Elec-
tion Management Committee,
explained that the period of
electoral silence will give

centres across all the emirates.
Voters will be able to exercise
their electoral rights using an
electoral voting system that

enough time for the voters to | works through the Emirates 1D
decide their candidates on their | card issued by the Emirates
own without getting influenced | Identity Authority. The NEC has
by anyone. urged voters to carry their Emi-

He commended the candi- | rates ID as the authorised docu-

dates for their commitment to
the election executive instruc-

ment that will enable them to
cast their vote. —WAM




