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holdersdont

Know privileges, says survey

Staff Reporter

DUBAI — An opinion poll conduct-
ed by the Emirates Identity Au-
thority on its portal revealed that
only 30.56% know the benefits of
the card.

Forty five per cent are unaware of
the privileges of the card that can be

used to facilitate transactions and
applicationsin boththe government
and private sector, as well as the on-
line and smart services provided by
many entities in the country.

The poll has also found that
23.82 per cent know most of the
benefits while 45.62 said they don’t
know them very well. As many
as 6,000 people took part in the

opinion poll which was conducted
by Eida last month. Abdulaziz Al
Maamari, Director of Govern-
ment and Social Communication
at EIDA, said that the authority
has made customer satisfaction
a top priority, and strives to keep
in touch with them and overcome
any obstacles they may face.
reporters@khalecjtimes.com
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10,000 new
pupils to
join public
schools

ABU DHABI

BY SAMIHAH ZAMAN
Staff Reporter

round 10,000 new
pupils, including
,000 at the kinder-
garten level, are expected
to join public schools in the
emirate of Abu Dhabi for the
2016-17 academic year, ed-
ucation officials announced
yesterday.

From Sunday, 255 in-
stitutions will begin reg-
istration for the 2016-17
academic year. At a press
conference, officials at the
education sector regulator,
the Abu Dhabl Education
Council (Adec), urged par-
ents to enrol early so that
adequate supplies could be
ordered and plans finalised
in time for the start of the
school year in September.

While Emirati pupils can
register between Febru-
ary 21 and March 17, expat
pupils can apply between
March 13 and 17.

Salem Al Daheri, execu-
tive director of school op-
erations at the Adec, said
parents of new pupils must
simply visit their neigh-
bourhood public  school
with their child's Emirates
ID in order to register.

“No paper documents are
required and the registra-
tion procedure takes just
about three minutes,” he
added.

Children must be four
years or older by next De-
cember 31 to be admitted
into kindergarten.
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Adec schoolsregistration
to open on February 21

Silvia Radan

ABU DHABI— The Abu Dhabi Edu-
cation Council (Adec) announced
on Wednesday that enrolment
into public schools for the 2016-
2017 academic year will begin
next week. Emirati students and
those treated as Emirati students
may register at one of Abu Dhabi’s
255 public schools from February
21till March 17,

The registration period for
non-Emirati students in public
schools will take place during
March 13-17.

According to Mohammed Salem
Al Dhaheri, Executive Director of
School Operations at Adec, the reg-
istration process is just a three min-
utes process with the new electron-
ic service introduced by Adec.

“The electronic process adopted
by Adec allows parents to save
time and effort while minimisin;
the need to use paper documents,
said Al Dhaheri.

“Parents need to visit schools
once and register their children
using the student’s Emirates ID
card. The use of ID’s help feed stu-
dent data electronically into Ad-
ec’s eSIS system without the need
to have paper documents,” he fur-
ther explained.

Fees for the next academic year
remain the same for the public
schools, Dh6,000 per child, while
registration is free.

Some 10,000 new stud are

T

Registration will be processed based on geographical areas and
maximum class capacity approved by Adec. — Fife photo

2detededs

ers of a family book, while children
enrolling in grades one to 12 may
be either UAE nationals, have a
UAE mother holding a family book,

10000

new students are
expected to join public
schools in Abu Dhabi

Maximum students
inaclass:
23 students for KG
25 students for
primary classes
30 students for secondary
education classes

expected to join public class-
rooms next autumn, joining the
existing 130,428 students in all
255 public schools. The emirate
also has 238,632 pupils in its
186 private schools.
Registration will be processed
based on geographical areas and
maximum class capacity approved
by Adec, which is maximum of 23
students for KG, 25 students for

dren admission to Grade 1 ranges
from six to eight years old on De-
cember 31, 2016.

Children who can be enrolled in
public KG include UAE nationals

have a dipl ic ID card issued by
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, or-
phans sponsored by a UAE citizen,
provided that the sponsor and the
guardian is the same person or non-
Emirati students as per the appli-
cable laws and regulations.

For schools with the maximum
student capacity, parents have to
register their children online using
Emirates ID to add them to the
SIS waiting list. Waiting lists that
are not on the eSIS will be rejected.
Students from other public
schools, private schools or techni-
cal institutes willing to transfer to
Adec schools must reserve a seat
for the school year online or regis-
ter in eSIS waiting lists.

The enrolment of non-Emirati
top achieving students at Adec
schools, grades one to 12, may be
done through Adec website, www.
adec.ac.ae, during March 13-17.

primary classes and 30 stud
for secondary education classes.

“If a parent applies for a stu-
dent’s registration at a school that
is full, the computer automatically
selects the nearest available
school,” said Al Dhaheri.

As per Adec rules, children en-
rolling for kindergarten (KG)
should not be younger than four
years old by December 31, 2016,
while the age i t for chil-

and those of Emirati mothers, hold- silvia@khaleejtimes.com
Enrolment process in short:
>Chil enrolling for KG to 12 may be either UAE nation-
should not be younger than 4yrs  als, have a UAE mother holding
by December 31, 2016, a family book, have a diplomatic
> Age requirement for children 1D card issued by the Ministry of
admission to Grade 1ranges from  Foreign Affairs.
6 to 8 years on Dec 31, 2016. > Orphans sponsored by a UAE
> Children who can enrolin KG  citizen, provided that the spon-
include UAE nationals and those  sor and the guardian is the same
of Emirati mothers, holdersofa  person or non-Emirati students
family book as per the applicable laws and
> Kids enrolling in gradesone  regulations.
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Parents told to enrol
new pupils promptly

Register children
entering public
system now: Adec

Roberta Pennington

ABU DHABI // Children start-
ing at public schools for the
first time next academic year
should be registered as soon
as possible, parents have been
warned.

“It's important that they un-
derstand the time for regis-
tration and that they register
early,” said Mohammed Al
Dhaheri, executive director of
school operations for the Abu
Dhabi Education Council.

The regulator estimates
10,000 pupils will enter the

public school system for the
first time next academic year,
about 80 per cent of whom will
be Emiratis.

GCC nationals and Arab pu-
pils who meet a certain criteria,
including a grade average of
90 per cent or higher, can also
qualify for public schools. Pub-
lic education is free for Emira-
tis but costs Dh6,000 a year for
expatriate Arabs.

Registration for Emirati pu-
pils will begin on Sunday and
continue until March 17, Par-
ents of Arab expatriate pupils
can register theirchildren from
March13to17.

“Parents need to visit schools
once and register their children
using a student’s Emirates ID
card,” said Mr Al Dhaheri.

Adec, continuedon 2+

oLy

‘Enrol new
students
promptly’

= Adec, continued from 1

He said that the registra-
tion process took about
three minutes.

Parents must choose a
school within their catch-
ment area, Mr Al Dhaheri
said. If that school was full,
pupils would be enrolled
ata school that is the next
closest to theirhome.

Mr Al Dhaheri said early
registration helped Adec to
plan for buying equipment
and school materials, as
well as organising trans-
port and staffing for the
new academic year.

Last year, the regulator
opened 10 public schools
to educate 15,000 Emirati
pupils.

Mr Al Dhaheri said there
were plans to open more
schools, but he would not
say whether any of them
would open for the 2016-
2017 academic year.

Adec aims to open 100
public schools by 2020.

i rpennington@thenational.ae
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Vote and make a statement, Filipinos told

Angel Tesorero

DUBAI — Overseas Filipinos
should send a strong message to
policy-makers back home by ac-
tively participating in the upcom-
ing Philippine national elections,
consulate officials in Dubai said.

Registered overseas Filipino vot-
ers will choose the next president,
vice-president, 12 senators, and a
sectoral or party-list representative
and they have one month to cast
their votes from April 9 to May 9.

Philippine Consul General Paul
Raymund Cortes noted that Dubai
tops the list among 85 Philippine
diplomatic posts worldwide with
122,185 certified Filipino voters.

“Hopefully we get a good per-
centage to cast their votes so that
our politicians and leaders will pay
more attention to Filipinos
abroad,” Cortes said at a media
brieﬁng on Tuesday.

“We'd like our governance style
to be more dynamic, participative
and more inclusive. How do you
do that? Only when people say
something as to what they want
their leaders to be.

“If they do not vote, that means
they don’t have any opinion as to
what they want for themselves and
for their country,” he added.

Cortes added that Filipino expa-
triates can drew inspiration from
visionary leaders like in the UAE

Raymund Cortes. — KT photo

and translate this to influencing
their own leaders.

The voter turnout, however, was
quite low in the last 2013 midterm
elections, with only 6.35 per cent
or 3,545 of the 55,842 registered
voters cast their votes.

Deputy Consul General Giovanni
Palec said Filipinos should not just
practise their right to suffrage but
must also make a “statement vote.”

“We hope at least 50 percent (of
the 122,185 registered voters in
Dubai and Northern Emirates) will
go out and vote because they will
be able to influence the policy-

makers in Manila. It’s a statement
that overseas voters play a role in
nation building and not just in
sending remittances.”

Filipinos abroad contribute
around 8.5 per cent to the
annual Philippine gross domestic
product (GDP).

Money they sent back home in
the first 11 months of 2015 alone
stood at $22.83 billion. Of this
amount, $1.581 billion emanat-
ed from Filipinos in the UAE,
which is the third biggest source
of remittance after the US and
Saudi Arabia.

Palec said: “Personally, I will vote
for someone who will be able to
make economic gains back home.”

Ryan Morales, chairperson of
Migrante-UAE, a group pro
moting the rights and welfare of
migrant Filipinos, echoed the
same sentiment.

He said: “Considering the rea-
son for our migration is due to lack
of opportunities back home, the
candidates who should win must
have a clear programme on creat-
ing suitable and sustainable jobs
back home.”

“The candidate should not be
only anti-corruption and promot-
er of peace and order but must
have strong concerns for the wel-
fare and rights of OFWs (overseas
Filipino workers) and their fami-
lies,” he added.

Meanwhile, the Philippine con-

122185

registered Filipino voters
in Dubai and Northern
Emirates

$158b

remittance by UAE-based
Filipinos in the first 11
months of 2015

sulate officials will hold a training in
March on how to go about the con-
duct of the election. They are also
awaiting approval from the Comelec
(Commission on Elections) in Ma-
nila to field mobile precincts aside
from the one in Al Qusais.

Voting will start on April 9 at
8am and the consulate will be
open daily, including weekends.
The absentee voting will end on
May 9 at 1pm (UAE time), in sync
with the 5pm (Manila time) clos-
ing of polls in the Philippines.

Registered voters must bring
their passports or copy of their
passports and valid Emirates ID.

They can go to http://dubaipcg.
dfa.gov.ph to check if they are on
the list of qualified voters.

angel@khaleejtimes.com
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Filipinos urged to

vote in April election

Around 122,185
expatriates in Dubai
and the northern
emirates are eligible to
vote at the consulate

DUBAI

BY JANICE PONCE DE LEON
Staff Reporter

Filipino expatriates should

take advantage of their

numbers and vote for
their country's top leaders
beginning April to influence
policymakers and participate
in nation building, consul of-
ficials said.

The Philippine Consulate-
General in Dubai tops the more
than 80 foreign posts worldwide
on the highest number of regis-
tered overseas voters. Around
122,185 Filipinos in Dubai and
the northern emirates are eli-
gible to vote at the consulate for

April 9 to May 9.

Consul-General Paul Ray-
mund Cortes encouraged vot-
ers to turn up at the polls and
exercise their right to vote to
help their country move for-
ward as they choose the next
Philippine president, vice-
president, 12 senators, and
one party-list representative.

“We'd like our governance
style to be more dynamic,
more participative and more
inclusive and how do you do
that? Only when people get to
say something as to who they
want their leaders to be and
what sort of leaders [they will
elect],” Cortes said. “Now if
they do not vote, it means
they do not even have any
opinion as to what kind of vi-
sion they have for themselves
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The process

Voting will start at Bamon
April 9 and the consulate
will be open daily, including
weekends. The polls will
close onMay 9 at1pmin
the UAE.

The consulate plans to open
its 12 voting precincts

on a split-time basis in the
morning and late afternoon
or evening to accommodate
voters who want to vote
after office hours.

It will also hold field or
mobile voting in areas fre-
quented by Filipinos.

More than 80,000 voters’
IDs are waiting to be col-
lected from the consulate.

To vote, registered voters
must bring their passports
or copy of their pass-
ports or valid Emirates ID.
Seafarers may bring their
seafarer's book.

or for their country.” Deputy
Consul-General Giovanni Pa-
lec said he hopes for a bigger
voter turnout this year com-
pared to the 2013 local elec-
tions.

“We hope at least 50 per
cent of the 122,185 registered
voters vote because they'd be
able to influence the policy-
makers in Manila. Doing so is
a statement that overseas vot-
ers play a role in nation build-
ing and are there not just for
remittances,” Palec said.

During the 2013 elections,
the voter turnout was con-
siderably low as only 3,545
or 6.35 per cent of the 55,842
registered voters in Dubai and
the northern emirates voted.
This was the first automated
elections in the Middle East.
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India’s PIO cards not
valid after March 31

THESE MUST BE CONVERTED TO OVERSEAS CITIZEN OF INDIA CARD

DuBAlI
BY FAISAL MASUDI
Staff Reporter

he Consulate General

of India in Dubai has

urged all holders of

the Persons of Indian

Origin (PIO) card to
apply for conversion to Over-
seas Citizen of India (OCI) card
by the March 31 deadline as
the PIO card will not be valid
for travel to India after the
deadline.

Rahul Srivastava, Visa Con-
sul, said applicants who are
UAE residents should visit the
consulate early to avoid any
last-minute rush or delays.
It takes a scheduled time of a
maximum of two months for
the OCI card to arrive from
India, but officials have man
aged an average turnaround
time of 30 days.

Still, applicants are advised
to complete the formalities in
time. After the deadline, a visa
will be required to travel to
India if the passenger doesn’t
have an OCI card, and the ap-
plicant will be considered as
applying for a fresh OCI, which
normally costs Dh1,020.

There Is no fee to convert
a PIO card into an OCI card,
only a Dhé Indian Community
Welfare Fund fee. More details
are available on www.pass-
port.gov.in/oci.

Applicants whose visas are
issued from Abu Dhabi and Al
Ain must visit the Embassy of

Make the switch

Fasal Masudl/Gutf News

The Persons of Indian Origin scheme has been replaced by
the Overseas Citizen of Indla card.

India in Abu Dhabl. For those
who visas are issued from any
other emirate, they can visit
the consulate in Dubai.

Around 10 to 20 applicants
from Dubai and the north-
ern emirates, mostly nation-
als of Western countries, visit
the consulate to seek their
OCI cards. Documentation re-
quirements include three latest
photographs, current passport
copy, a copy of the surrendered
Indian passport or a copy of the
surrender slip, UAE residence
visa, Emirates ID, parents’ or
grandparents' passport copies,
and birth certificate,

As the name suggests, a
PIO card was issued to citi-

zens of other countries who
are of Indian origin up to the
fourth generation. Those who
obtained passports of other
countries had to surrender
their Indian passports. The
PIO card, along with the for-
eign passport, allowed card-
holders visa-free travel to In-
dia. The PIO card was valid for
a maximum of 15 years.

Lifetime visa

In January 2015, it was an-
nounced the PIO scheme was
being discontinued by the
Indian government, to be re-
placed by the OCI scheme,
which provides a lifetime visa
to India.
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Beauty may be
skin deep but if

choosing one from
display that can make you break
into a sweat.

Where: Lamcy Plaza, Dubai
Sahara Centre, Sharjah

GADGETS
Laptops, tablets, mobiles and
even cameras. Any gadget that's

memammmmmm

cool, handy and portable can be

\mm GIODGI list of unique
; ‘machines for its novelty

10-gram 24k
gold bars to Burj
Khalifa ‘branded"

THURSDAY / FEBRUARY 18, 2016

ﬁn Enqlish bookseller.
rd Carlile, devised a
newspaper dispensing ma-
chine for the dissemination

" lng machine InT887, the
i ﬂrst fully automatic vend-
ing machine. :

platforms. The idea of
ames to these ma-

adding g
assured, vou pay acnordlnq to chines as a further incen-
market rate: real-time

‘yours now through an automated The RVM or Reverse Ve tlvetobwcamelnww
vending machine installed last everywmlnuteswaranhtemet lachine may not be as popular - & From the 19! ntil
year by Sharaf DG at their Times  connection. . yet but with bodies likes Bee'ah
Square store. The vending Where: Emirates Palace, installing more of these last year
machine even has a Abu Dhabi, Dubai Mall to collect and recycle
domestic llght bulbs
Ol 3 and eries

Most vending machines give out ross the UAE,

m?;‘u at"\gatchh:clglate bars, but Itt'éould soon ?ythe

- not food that help you watch your by-word of Z

:gw.me’mmmmmn future.

RVMs can be
found at several Iouﬂons across
the UAE including petrol stations.
The machines scan and identify lwu
bottles and aluminium cans, 8.In | latem 22 pubﬂc
then compact them for recvdlnq high schools in Philadelphia
and reward the feeders with gift installed vending machines
vouchers that can be redeemed
at participating retailers.

food

pudding to a teriyaki
steak bar. What's -
more, bottles of
natu ¥
fruit juices replace
cans of colas while
crisps in packs are

baked, not fried.
Where: Abu Dhabi Country Club
and scores of other locations
across the UAE

riably makes it to SIM | S

Got a visitor in town and need

a mobile SIM card in a rush?
Don't worry, there's a vendil
machine for that as well. Telecom
service providers etisalat last
year launched at their
Al Kifaf office
what is the UAE's
first interactive

“Smart Service"
SIM card vending

gold coins, there’s
arange of products

minutes.
Where: Al Klfaf, near Dubai’ Wond
Trade Centre Roundabout

_in gold and packed
in a gift box. Be rest




